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Those Serving in Worship Today: 

St. Paul’s Lutheran Church Immanuel Lutheran Chapel 

Organist:  Ms. Teri Rose  

Reader:     Kathie Kirschenmann Greeters:  Joyce Johnson 

 Reader:  Charlie Kinder 

 Usher Captain:  Charlie Kinder 

 
About Today’s Service 

Welcome to a very special Advent worship series, Together in Advent, as we celebrate together as 

the family of God the coming of his Son for our salvation. Each week in the series focuses on a 

different activity to put on our “to-do list” that is focused on giving and sharing instead of on 

materialism. The theme for this service is Share Joy. In this time when we share cookies and other 

treats with one another, we share joy with those around us that they might taste and see that the 

Lord is good to us through the birth of his Son. Let the hymns, prayers, Scripture readings, 

children’s message and sermon in this worship service  make the joy of Christ known to you this 

day. 

 

About Holy Communion 
In the Lutheran Church – Missouri Synod we believe that in Communion, Jesus is really and truly 

present. He gives us Himself to assure us that in Him we are forgiven. It also is a statement of 

unity, that all who come to Communion are in agreement of faith and doctrine.  

Because this is something very special, and is more than bread and wine, we ask that you first talk 

to the pastor before coming up for Communion.  

You are certainly Welcome at the Altar and may receive a Blessing at the rail simply by waving off 

the acceptance of the elements. Some will cross their arms in front to signify this desire for simply 

receiving a Blessing in Christ.   Thank you.  
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Opening Hymn 

 

387 Joy to the World   

 

 

 

 
 

Public domain 

 
Invocation 

Please stand as you are able 

 

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
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Confession and Absolution 
 

P We confess our sin.    

C  Lord, we come before you in prayer today, asking for forgiveness. We have 

not loved as we ought to love, we have not given as we ought to give, and we 

have fallen short of the mark of truly being your obedient sons and 

daughters. We recognize our sins and in this moment of silence, we privately 

remember our shortcomings in love and life. 

 

Silence for reflection on God's Word and for self-examination. 

 

P God, our heavenly Father, hears the prayers of his children and answers those 

prayers. Our prayer for forgiveness is answered in the person of Jesus Christ, his 

Son, who died for our sin that we might have new life in him. To those who believe 

his Word of truth he gives power to be the people of God. Praise God for his gift of 

love to us.  Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and 

ordained servant of the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in 

the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins in 

the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

Advent Call to Worship 

P As we move deeper into the season of Advent, focusing on our Lord’s coming, we 

light the third candle—the candle of joy. This is the joy the angel spoke about to 

the shepherds as he said:  

C     I bring you good news of great joy that will be for all people. 

(The first two purple candles and one pink candle are lit.) 

P Though you have not seen Christ, you love him; 

C     Even though we do not see him now, we believe in him and are filled with 

an inexpressible and glorious joy. 

P For you are receiving the goal of your faith, 

C     The salvation of our souls.  

P So with all the joy of Christ’s coming, we gather and sing: 
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803 Joyful, Joyful We Adore Thee   

 

 

 

 
 

Public domain 

 

Introit                                                                Ps. 85:8–9, 12–13; antiphon: Ps. 85:7 

P   Show us your steadfast love, O LORD, and grant us your salvation. 

C   Let me hear what God the LORD will speak, for he will speak peace to his 

people, to his saints; but let them not turn back to folly. 

 

P   Surely his salvation is near to those who fear him, that glory may dwell in our land. 

C   Yes, the LORD will give what is good, and our land will yield its increase. 

 

P   Righteousness will go before him and make his footsteps a way. 

C   Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

 

P   Show us your steadfast love, O LORD, and grant us your salvation. 
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Greeting and Prayer of the Day 

P   The Lord be with you. 

C  And with thy spirit. 

P Let us pray. 

O Lord Jesus Christ, you came to earth to share the joy of heaven. Help us to share the 

joyful news about your birth with all those we meet. Fill us with gladness as we taste and 

see that you are good. May the sweetness of your words of promise and hope and salvation 

energize us for living in your name and according to your will. Grant us opportunities to 

share joy in our baking, hosting, gathering and eating together as brothers and sisters in 

the faith. Open our eyes to the plights of those who are suffering and in pain that we might 

reach out to them with your happy news of new life through your birth, life, death and 

resurrection. Remind us all that no trouble on earth can ever separate us from you. Amen. 

C  Amen. 
 

Please be seated 
    

Old Testament Reading                                                                Zephaniah 3:14–20 

14
Sing aloud, O daughter of Zion; shout, O Israel!  Rejoice and exult with all your heart, O 

daughter of Jerusalem!  
15

The LORD has taken away the judgments against you; he has cleared 

away your enemies.  The King of Israel, the LORD, is in your midst; you shall never again fear 

evil.  
16

On that day it shall be said to Jerusalem: “Fear not, O Zion; let not your hands grow 

weak.  
17

The LORD your God is in your midst, a mighty one who will save; he will rejoice over 

you with gladness; he will quiet you by his love; he will exult over you with loud singing.  
18

I 

will gather those of you who mourn for the festival, so that you will no longer suffer reproach.  
19

Behold, at that time I will deal with all your oppressors.  And I will save the lame and gather 

the outcast, and I will change their shame into praise and renown in all the earth.  
20

At that 

time I will bring you in, at the time when I gather you together; for I will make you renowned 

and praised among all the peoples of the earth, when I restore your fortunes before your 

eyes,” says the LORD. 
      

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

Epistle                                                                                                  Philippians 4:4–7 
4
Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice. 

5
Let your reasonableness be known to 

everyone. The Lord is at hand; 
6
do not be anxious about anything, but in everything by prayer 

and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. 
7
And the peace of 

God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. 
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A  This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

Please stand as you are able 

 

Hymn of Preparation:    900 Jesus! Name of Wondrous Love   

 

 
 

Public domain 

 

Holy Gospel                                                                                               Luke 1:39–46 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the first chapter. 

 
  

39In those days Mary arose and went with haste into the hill country, to a town in 

Judah, 40and she entered the house of Zechariah and greeted Elizabeth. 41And when 

Elizabeth heard the greeting of Mary, the baby leaped in her womb. And Elizabeth was 

filled with the Holy Spirit, 42and she exclaimed with a loud cry, “Blessed are you among 

women, and blessed is the fruit of your womb! 43And why is this granted to me that the 

mother of my Lord should come to me? 44For behold, when the sound of your greeting 

came to my ears, the baby in my womb leaped for joy. 45And blessed is she who 

believed that there would be a fulfillment of what was spoken to her from the Lord.” 
46And Mary said, 

“My soul magnifies the Lord, 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
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Please be seated 

 

 

Children’s Message 

 

 

349 Hark the Glad Sound   

 

 

 
 

Public domain 

 

 

 

 

Sermon                                                                                                 Share Joy 
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Hymn of Response:  357 O Come, O Come, Emmanuel   

 

 

 

 
 

Public domain 
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Please stand as you are able 
      

Nicene Creed   

C I believe in one God, 

     the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth 

          and of all things visible and invisible. 

  

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 

     the only-begotten Son of God, 

     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 

     God of God, Light of Light, 

     very God of very God, 

     begotten, not made, 

     being of one substance with the Father, 

     by whom all things were made; 

     who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 

     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 

     and was made man; 

     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 

     He suffered and was buried. 

     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 

          and ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 

     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, 

     whose kingdom will have no end. 

   

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the Lord and giver of life, 

     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, 

     who spoke by the prophets. 

     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 

     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 

     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 

     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 
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Please be seated 

   

Offering   

  

GIVELIFY* Link… St. Paul’s College Hill: http://bit.ly/give2SPCH 

                                  Immanuel Lutheran Chapel:  http://bit.ly/give2ILC 

  

              *-Transaction Fees charged by Givelify = 2.9% + $0.30 per Donation 

  

 
Please stand as you are able 

 

Offertory  (to be sung after the Offering is collected) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

http://bit.ly/give2SPCH
http://bit.ly/give2ILC
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Prayer of the Church 

        After each petition … 

                P    O Joy of the world, 

                C     let us rejoice in you.   
    

 
 We remember in our prayers at St. Paul’s Lutheran Church College Hill:        

Gerri Mueller, Emma Jones, Dominic LaFiore, Joe Robnett, Aida Robnett, Sophia Curry, Tina 

Adams,  Jay Schneider, Peggy Sterns, Audrey Hopkins,  James Crenshaw, Dave,  Avis Gregory, 

Frances Johnson, … 
      

 
 We remember in our prayers at Immanuel Lutheran Chapel: 

Our members…   Gerry Bumb, Aulderay Fields, & Patricia Gabel  … 
Family and friends…   Roosevelt Ford, Jr., Katie, Tobias, Erica & Isabella  …  
Those celebrating birthdays… Marlo Johnson (12/20) & Yenyea Hallowanger (12/23) … 
Those serving our country…  Brandon Johnson, Matthew Kinder, Michael Niethe & Corey Smith… 

 

 

Lord's Prayer 

P   As taught by our Lord, we are bold to pray ... 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth 

          as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses 

          as we forgive those 

          who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 

     and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen. 
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Service of the Sacrament 
Preface   

P The Lord be with you. 

C And with thy spirit. 

 

P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them up unto the Lord. 

 

P Let us give thanks unto the Lord, our God. 

C It is meet and right so to do. 

 

P It is truly good, right, and beneficial that we should at all times and in all places give thanks 

to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, whose 

way John the Baptist prepared, proclaiming Him the promised Messiah, the very Lamb of 

God who takes away the sin of the world, and calling sinners to repentance that they might 

escape from the wrath to be revealed when He comes again in glory.  Therefore with angels 

and archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious 

name, evermore praising You and saying: 

Sanctus   
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The Words of Our Lord  
 

Pax Domini 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C Amen. 

 

 

Agnus Dei   

 

 

 

 

 
 

Please be seated 

 

Distribution 
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563 Jesus, Thy Blood and Righteousness   

 

 

 
 

  5 When from the dust of death I rise 

  To claim my mansion in the skies, 

  This then shall be my only plea: 

  Jesus hath lived and died for me. 

 

  6 Jesus, be endless praise to Thee, 

  Whose boundless mercy hath for me, 

  For me, and all Thy hands have made, 

  An everlasting ransom paid. 
 

Public domain 
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624 The Infant Priest Was Holy Born   

 

 

 
 

  6 The body of God’s Lamb we eat, 

  A priestly food and priestly meat; 

  On sin-parched lips the chalice pours 

  His quenching blood that life restores. 

 

  7 With cherubim and seraphim 

  Our voices join the endless hymn, 

  And “Holy, holy, holy” sing 

  To Christ, God’s Lamb, our Priest and King. 
 

© 1997, 2003 Chad L. Bird. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100011159. 

Public domain 
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Please stand as you are able 

 

Nunc Dimittis   
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Thanksgiving   

A O give thanks unto the Lord, for He is good, 

C and His mercy endureth forever. 

 

A Let us pray. 

Gracious God, our heavenly Father, You have given us a foretaste of the feast to 

come in the Holy Supper of Your Son's body and blood. Keep us firm in the true 

faith throughout our days of pilgrimage that, on the day of His coming, we may, 

together with all Your saints, celebrate the marriage feast of the Lamb in His 

kingdom which has no end; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and 

reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And with thy spirit. 

 

Benedicamus   

A Bless we the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 
 

 

Benediction 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 
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386 Now Sing We, Now Rejoice   

 

 

 

 
 

Public domain 

 

 

 

Announcements 
    

 

 

Acknowledgments 

By Jeff Shanks. © 2017 Creative Communications for the Parish, a division of Bayard, Inc., 1564 Fencorp Dr., Fenton, MO 

63026. 800-325-9414. www.creativecommunications.com. All rights reserved.  

and 

Divine Service, Setting Three from Lutheran Service Book 

Unless otherwise indicated, all scripture quotations are from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version, copyright © 2001 by 

Crossway Bibles, a division of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 
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++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
 Sunday Order of Worship at St. Paul’s Lutheran Church College Hill (SPCH) 
 Divine Worship Service…………………………………………………....…………..……9:00am 
  
 Sunday Order of Worship at Immanuel Lutheran Chapel (ILC) 
 Children’s Sunday School/Adult Bible Study…......................................9:00am 
 Fellowship of Disciples…………………………………………….……………………….10:00am 
 Divine Worship Service………………………………………..……..……………………10:45am 
  
 Weekly Worship & Bible Study Opportunities 

 ILC     The 9 O’ Clock Prayer Watch, Sunday through Saturday…...9:00pm  
  (605-468-8029; Code 637161) 
 SPCH  Tuesday Instruction/St. Paul’s Youth (I/SPY) & 
                             Confirmation Class (6th-8th grade) …………….....……5:30pm 
 SPCH  Wednesday Advent Service …………….............................……7:00pm 
 ILC Thursday “Connected to Christ” Bible Study ….………..…………..7:00pm 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
Servers for next Sunday at ILC, 12/24   Greeters:  Vernida Summers and Bettie Lanham 
     Reader:  Victor Kamanda 

    Usher captain:   Edem Ekpo 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

NEWS AND EVENTS 
 ADVENT MID-WEEK SERVICE will be at SPCH on Wednesday, 12/20, at 7 p.m.  St. Paul’s Lutheran 

Church College Hill is located at 2137 E. John Ave., St. Louis, MO  63107. 
 THE EARLY LEARNING CENTER CHILDREN’S CHRISTMAS PROGRAM will be at ILC this Thursday, 

12/21, at 7 p.m.  Everyone is invited to attend. 
 WOMEN”S SMALL GROUP BIBLE STUDY which meets on Saturday mornings will resume in January. 
 “FALL” IN LOVE WITH JESUS AT ILC   At the back of the church is a poster of a tree with leaves 

marked with a dollar amount.  Prayerfully consider taking a “leaf” off the tree each week and giving 
the amount indicated on the leaf in addition to your regular contribution so we will be able to 
continue our mission of Telling, Teaching, and Transforming through Jesus Christ.   

 CHRISTMAS EVE is Sunday, 12/24.   SPCH will have a candlelight worship service at 7 p.m. (no Sunday 
morning service).  ILC will celebrate during their regular worship time at 10:45 a.m.  There will not be 
a worship service on Christmas day. 

 JOIN OUR FAITH COMMUNITY TODAY at https://www.PRAY.com/ilcspch.  Available on iOS & 
Android.  Sign up with your cell number to join our combined prayer community. 

 PLEASE SIGN UP FOR CHURCH UPDATES, a weekly digest that includes: news, pray serve, give.  
Register at https://immanuelchapelstl.churchupdates.org or https://stpaulscollegehill.churchupdates.org.  

 THE LUTHERAN HOPE CENTER is looking for volunteers to help with their afterschool tutoring 
program “Readers to Leaders” beginning in January.  See the bulletin board for details. 

 

https://www.pray.com/ilcspch
https://immanuelchapelstl.churchupdates.org/
https://stpaulscollegehill.churchupdates.org/

