
 

 

 
 

ADVENT 2 
Wednesday, December 13, 2017 

 
 

Theme of the Day 

Your heavenly Father comes looking for you. That’s the message of 

John 1:12. You are his chosen and baptized child, forevermore!  

 

Please stand as you are able 

 

Invocation and Call to Worship (From 2 Corinthians 13:14 and John 1:1-18)  

P:      The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God the Father, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with 

you all. 

C:     Amen. 

  

P:  In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.  

C:     He was with God in the beginning.  

 

P:  Through him all things were made.  

C:      Without him nothing was made that has been made.  

 

P:  In him was life, and that life was the light of men.  

C:     The light shines in the darkness, but the darkness has not overcome it.  

 

P:  The Word became flesh and dwelt among us.  

C:     We have seen his glory, the glory of the One and Only.  

 

P:  Who came from the Father, full of grace and truth.  

C:     From his fullness we have all received grace upon grace.  

 

P:  The Law was given through Moses.  

All:   Grace and truth came through Jesus Christ!  

 

 

Please be seated



 

 

 

540 Christ, the Word of God Incarnate 
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Please stand as you are able 

 

Confession and Absolution  

P:       If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.  

C:      But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all  

 unrighteousness. 

 

P:  Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.  

All:   Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have sinned against you  

 in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not  

 loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve your  

 present and eternal punishment. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us,  

 renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways to the glory of your  

 holy name. Amen.  

 

P:  Almighty God in his mercy has given his Son to die for you and for his sake forgives you all your sins. As a  

called and ordained servant of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name  

of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.  

All:   Amen 

 

 

 



 

  
 

  

332 Savior of the Nations, Come 

 

 

 
 

7 From the manger newborn light 

Shines in glory through the night. 

Darkness there no more resides; 

In this light faith now abides. 

 

8 Glory to the Father sing, 

Glory to the Son, our king, 

Glory to the Spirit be 

Now and through eternity. 
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Prayer of the Day  

P: The Lord be with you. 

C:      And also with you.  

 

P:  Let us pray. Lord Jesus Christ, we implore you to hear our prayers and to lighten the darkness of our hearts 

by your gracious visitation, for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. 

C:    Amen.  

 

Please be seated 

 

The Scripture lessons are about our adoption as God’s chosen children  
 

Old Testament Lesson (Isaiah 43:1-7)  

But now, this is what the Lord says—he who created you, O Jacob, he who formed you, O Israel: Fear not, for I have 

redeemed you; I have summoned you by name; you are mine. When you pass through the waters, I will be with you; and 

when you pass through the rivers, they will not sweep over you. When you walk through the   re, you will not be burned; 

the flames will not set you ablaze. For I am the Lord, your God, the Holy One of Israel, your Savior; I give Egypt for your 

ransom, Cush and Seba in your stead. Since you are precious and honored in my sight, and because I love you, I will give 

men in exchange for you, and people in exchange for your life. Do not be afraid, for I am with you; I will bring your 

children from the east and gather you from the west. I will say to the north, Give them up!  

and to the south, Do not hold them back. Bring my sons from afar and my daughters from the ends of the earth— 

everyone who is called by my name, whom I created for my glory, whom I formed and made.  

 



 

 

 

 

Epistle Lesson (Ephesians 1:3-8)  

Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in the heavenly realms with every  

spiritual blessing in Christ. For he chose us in him before the creation of the world to be holy and blameless in  

his sight. In love he predestined us to be adopted as his sons through Jesus Christ, in accordance with his pleasure and 

will—to the praise of his glorious grace, which he has freely given us in the One he loves. In him we have  

redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of sins, in accordance with the riches of God’s grace that he lavished on us 

with all wisdom and understanding.  

 

Gospel Lesson (John 1:10-13)  

He was in the world, and though the world was made through him, the world did not recognize him. He came to that 

which was his own, but his own did not receive him. Yet to all who received him, to those who believed in his name, he 

gave the right to become children of God—children born not of natural descent, nor of human decision or a husband’s 

will, but born of God.  

 

 

 

 

 

725 Children of the Heavenly Father 
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SERMON  

The Second Part in the Series:  

The Word Became Flesh: John 1:1–18  

“Chosen Children”  

(John 1:12b) 
 

 

For next week:  

Read John 1:14 and answer these questions:  

1.   What does John say about the “Word”? What are some of his characteristics?  

2.   Of all of the names John uses for Jesus in his Gospel (for example, “Lamb of God,” “Messiah,” “Son of  

 Man,” “King,” “Resurrection and Life”) why does he first call Jesus the “Word”?  

3.   John tells us that Jesus, “the Word made flesh,” gives grace and truth. How do these gifts change you?  

 

 

Please stand as you are able 
      

 

Apostles' Creed  

C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth. 

  

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 

     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

     born of the virgin Mary, 

     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

     was crucified, died and was buried. 

     He descended into hell. 

     The third day He rose again from the dead. 

     He ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 

     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 

  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the holy Christian Church, 

          the communion of saints, 

     the forgiveness of sins, 

     the resurrection of the body, 

     and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

 

Please be seated 

 

Our Offerings  
 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Please stand as you are able 

 

Prayers of the Church  
P:  Heavenly Father, we are amazed and astounded that you give.  

C:      You give the Spirit without limit.  

  

P:  You raise the dead and give life. 

C:      You give eternal life. No one can snatch us out of your hand.  

 

P:  “Heavenly Father, we are amazed and astounded that you give authority.  

C:      We are not helpless and hopeless. We are not powerless and without a prayer.  

 

P:  Heavenly Father, we are amazed and astounded that you give authority to become your children.  

C:      We are born again.  

 

P:  Completely new. 

C:      Adopted into your forever family.  

 

P:  Through the gift of Holy Baptism we are your chosen children! 

 

+ Additional Prayers +  

 

P:  Heavenly Father, we are amazed and astounded that the past is past. The future is bright. Your Word is sure. 

Your work is finished. We rest in our adoption. 

C:      We are your chosen children.  

 

P:  Now and forevermore! 

C:      In Jesus’s Name.   

 

All:   Amen.  

 

 

The Lord's Prayer 

 

C: Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth 

          as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses 

          as we forgive those 

          who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 

     and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen. 

 



 

 

Benediction  
P:      John writes his gospel so that we may believe.  

C:     That Jesus is the Christ—  

 

P: The Son of God. 

C:     And that by believing we may have life in his name.  

 

P:  Go forth in his name—Father, Son and Holy Spirit—for in his name you have life.  

C:     Abundant life.  

 

P: Joyful life. 

C:     Eternal life.  

 

All:   Amen!  

 

540 Christ, the Word of God Incarnate 

 

 

 

 

 
 

5 Christ, the way that leads unfailing                        6 Christ, the Alpha and Omega,                            

    To the Father’s home on high,     Christ, the firstborn from the dead, 

Christ, the truth that frees the captive,  Christ, the life and resurrection, 

    Christ, the life that cannot die.      Christ, the Church’s glorious head: 

Mediator to the Father, Praise and thanks and adoration 

    Sacrifice and great High Priest:     And unending worship be 

Lead us to Your heav’nly mansions,  To the Father and the Spirit 

    There to share Your wedding feast.      And to you eternally.  
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Silent Prayer  

“God’s own child, I gladly say, I am baptized into Christ!” Amen.  
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