
 

 

 
 

ADVENT 3 
Wednesday, December 20, 2017 

 
 

Theme of the Day 

“The Word became flesh and dwelt among us.” (John 1:14a) Christ did 

it all for demoted, devalued, and dismissed people. He did it all for us! 

 

Please stand as you are able 

   
Invocation and Call to Worship (From 2 Corinthians 13:14 and John 1:1-18)  

P:      The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God the Father, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with 

you all. 

C:     Amen. 

  

P:  In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.  

C:     He was with God in the beginning.  

 

P:  Through him all things were made.  

C:      Without him nothing was made that has been made.  

 

P:  In him was life, and that life was the light of men.  

C:     The light shines in the darkness, but the darkness has not overcome it.  

 

P:  The Word became flesh and dwelt among us.  

C:     We have seen his glory, the glory of the One and Only.  

 

P:  Who came from the Father, full of grace and truth.  

C:     From his fullness we have all received grace upon grace.  

 

P:  The Law was given through Moses.  

All:   Grace and truth came through Jesus Christ!  

 

 

Please be seated
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Please stand as you are able 

Confession and Absolution  

P:       If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.  

C:      But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all  

 unrighteousness. 

 

P:  Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.  

All:   Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have sinned against you  

 in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not  

 loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve your  

 present and eternal punishment. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us,  

 renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways to the glory of your  

 holy name. Amen.  

 

P:  Almighty God in his mercy has given his Son to die for you and for his sake forgives you all your sins. As a  

called and ordained servant of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name  

of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.  

All:   Amen 
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Prayer of the Day  

P: The Lord be with you. 

C:      And also with you.  

 

P:  Let us pray. Stir up your power, O Lord, and come and help us by your might, that the sins which weigh us  

 down may be quickly lifted by your grace and mercy; for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy  

 Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

C:    Amen.  

 

Please be seated 

 

The Scripture lessons are about God dwelling with us in Christ  
 

Old Testament Lesson (Isaiah 7:11-14)  

Ask the Lord your God for a sign, whether in the deepest depths or in the highest heights. But Ahaz said, I will not 

ask; I will not put the Lord to the test. Then Isaiah said, Hear now, you house of David! Is it not enough to try the 

patience of men? Will you try the patience of my God also? Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign: The 

virgin will be with child and will give birth to a son, and will call him Immanuel.  

 



 

 

 

 

Epistle Lesson (Colossians 1:15-20)  

He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn over all creation. For by him all things were created: things in 

heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or powers or rulers or authorities; all things were 

created by him and for him. He is before all things, and in him all things hold together. And he is the head of the 

body, the church; he is the beginning and the firstborn from among the dead, so that in everything he might have 

the supremacy. For God was pleased to have all his fullness dwell in him, and through him to reconcile to himself 

all things, whether things on earth or things in heaven, by making peace through his blood, shed on the cross. 

 

Gospel Lesson (John 1:14-18) 

The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have seen his glory, the glory of the One and Only, 

who came from the Father, full of grace and truth. John testifies concerning him. He cries out, saying, “This was he 

of whom I said, He who comes after me has surpassed me because he was before me.” From the fullness of his 

grace we have all received one blessing after another. For the law was given through Moses; grace and truth came 

through Jesus Christ. No one has ever seen God, but God the One and Only, who is at the Father’s side, has made 

him known. 
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SERMON  

The Third Part in the Series:  

The Word Became Flesh: John 1:1–18  

“The Word Dwelt Among Us”  

(John 1:14a) 
 

For Christmas Eve 

Read John 1:1-18, again. 

1.   Review what you have learned from each sermon in this series: 

a. “You Have My Word” (John 1:1-5) 

b. “A Man Named John” (John 1:6-9, 15) 

c. “Chosen Children” (John 1:10-13) 

 d. “The Word Dwelt Among Us” (John 1:14a)  

2.   The sermon on Christmas Eve is from John 1:14b, “We have seen his glory.”  

 a. Where do you see Jesus?  

 b. When  do you see Jesus?  

 
Please stand as you are able 
      

Apostles' Creed  

C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth. 

  

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 

     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

     born of the virgin Mary, 

     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

     was crucified, died and was buried. 

     He descended into hell. 

     The third day He rose again from the dead. 

     He ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 

     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 

  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the holy Christian Church, 

          the communion of saints, 

     the forgiveness of sins, 

     the resurrection of the body, 

     and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

Please be seated 

 

Our Offerings  
 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

Please stand as you are able 

 

Prayers of the Church  

 
P:  Merciful and mighty Father, we thank and praise you for your Word that spoke creation into existence.   

C:      Your Word directed, controlled, and shaped every event in the Old Testament.   

  

P:  Merciful and mighty Father, we thank and praise you that your Word became flesh.  

C:      The creative, powerful, and enduring Word became one of us.   

 

P:  To bear our sin and be our Savior.   

C:      Merciful and mighty Father, we thank and praise you that your Word became flesh and dwelt.   

 

P:  He “pitched his tent.” He “moved into our neighborhood.”   

C:      He came down. Lowered himself. And he did it with great love.  

 

P:  Merciful and mighty Father, we thank and praise you that your Word became flesh and dwelt among us. 

C:      Us!  

 

P:  Not just the high and the mighty. 

C:      Not just the kings and the queens. 

  

P:  Not just the preferred, the pretty, the polished, and the perfect. 

C:     “The Word became flesh and dwelt among us!” 

 

P:  Us! 

All:   Hallelujah! 

 

+ Additional Prayers +  

 

P:  Hear us, merciful and mighty Father, as we pray the prayer our Savior taught us…  

 

The Lord's Prayer 

 

C:  Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth 

          as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses 

          as we forgive those 

          who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 

     and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen. 

 



 

 

 

Benediction  
P:      John writes his gospel so that we may believe.  

C:     That Jesus is the Christ—  

 

P: The Son of God. 

C:     And that by believing we may have life in his name.  

 

P:  Go forth in his name—Father, Son and Holy Spirit—for in his name you have life.  

C:     Abundant life.  

 

P: Joyful life. 

C:     Eternal life.  

 

All:   Amen!  
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Silent Prayer  

Father, burn these words upon my heart forever—“The Word became flesh and dwelt (and still dwells!) among us!” Amen. 
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