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Welcome in the name of Christ Jesus to St. Paul’s!  
And welcome to this very special Christmas Eve service called “Be the Light.” 

This evening we celebrate that Christ, the Light of All, was born into this dark 

world, and now we are called to be light in the world, pointing people to Him. 

The theme of divine light shining in deep darkness is captured in this candlelight 

service that welcomes the true Light, born for us. Let the beloved Christmas 

carols, classic Scripture readings, inspiring words of the sermon and our 

heartfelt prayers brighten this holy night of Christmas Eve. 

Christmas Blessings to you and yours! 

Order of Service 

Call to Worship … based on Isaiah 9:2-3, 6-7 

P We gather on the eve of Christmas to relive the story of our Savior’s 

birth and celebrate the gift of life that we receive through Christ. Hear 

then the Word of the Lord: “The people walking in darkness have seen 

a great light; 

C On those living in the land of the shadow of death a light has 

dawned. 

P You have enlarged the nation and increased their joy; 

C They rejoice before you as people rejoice at the harvest.  

P For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, and the government will 

be on his shoulders. 

C And he will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting 

Father, Prince of Peace. 

P Of the increase of his government and peace there will be no 
end. He will reign on David’s throne and over his kingdom, 
establishing and upholding it with justice and righteousness from 
that time on and forever. 

C The zeal of the Lord Almighty will accomplish this.” O come, let us 

adore him. 
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Hymn of Invocation LW 41, “Oh Come All Ye Faithful” 

Service of the Word 

•This First Reading, 1 John 1:5-9, is spoken responsively by the pastor and the 

congregation: 

P This is the message we have heard from him and declare to 
you. 

C God is light; in him there is no darkness at all. 
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P If we claim to have fellowship with him and yet walk in the 
darkness, 

C We lie and do not live out the truth. 
P But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, 
C We have fellowship with one another, and the blood of 

Jesus, his Son, purifies us from all sin. 
P If we claim to be without sin, 
C We deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. 
P If we confess our sins, 
C He is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify 

us from all unrighteousness. 
 
P This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

Hymn    LW 64, “Away in a Manger” 
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Greeting and Prayer of the Day  

 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
 
P Let us pray. 
C  On this holy night, we welcome with joy the light of your life 

among us, Baby Jesus. Thank you for being the light of our 
lives every day. Shatter the darkness of sin and death. Break 
through the shadows of sadness. Reveal the warmth of your 
love. Let your brilliance shine through each one of us tonight 
that we may show the world the power of your bright 
presence in and around us wherever we are. Help us to 
always glow with your greatness and shimmer with your 
grace that more may come to your Light and be blessed by 
you. Amen. 

 
 

Love’s Pure Light Beams Radiant with Hope 
Reading - Luke 2:1-7 
In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all the 
world should be registered. 2 This was the first registration when 
Quirinius was governor of Syria. 3 And all went to be registered, 
each to his own town. 4 And Joseph also went up from Galilee, from 
the town of Nazareth, to Judea, to the city of David, which is called 
Bethlehem, because he was of the house and lineage of David, 5 to 
be registered with Mary, his betrothed, who was with child. 6 And 
while they were there, the time came for her to give birth. 7 And she 
gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in swaddling cloths 
and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them in 
the inn. 

Children’s Message 
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Hymn    LW 60, “O Little Town of Bethlehem”  

 
Love’s Pure Light Beams Radiant with Truth 

Reading - Luke 2:8-12 
8 And in the same region there were shepherds out in the field, 
keeping watch over their flock by night. 9 And an angel of the Lord 
appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, 
and they were filled with great fear. 10 And the angel said to them, 
“Fear not, for behold, I bring you good news of great joy that will be 
for all the people. 11 For unto you is born this day in the city of David 
a Savior, who is Christ the Lord. 12 And this will be a sign for you: 
you will find a baby wrapped in swaddling cloths and lying in a 
manger.” 



 

7 

 
Hymn “The First Noel” 

Verse 1 
The first Noel the angel did say 

Was to certain poor shepherds in fields as they lay 
In fields where they lay keeping their sheep 

On a cold winter's night that was so deep 
 

Refrain 
Noel Noel Noel Noel 

Born is the King of Israel 
 

Verse 2 
They looked up and saw a star 

Shining in the east beyond them far 
And to the earth it gave great light 

And so it continued both day and night 
 

Refrain 
Noel Noel Noel Noel 

Born is the King of Israel 
 

 
Love’s Pure Light Beams Radiant with Joy 

Reading - Luke 2:13-16 
3 And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the 
heavenly host praising God and saying, 14 “Glory to God in the 
highest, and on earth peace among those with whom he is 
pleased!” 15 When the angels went away from them into heaven, 
the shepherds said to one another, “Let us go over to Bethlehem 
and see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has made 
known to us.” 16 And they went with haste and found Mary and 
Joseph, and the baby lying in a manger. 
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Hymn LW55, “Angels We Have Heard on High” 

Sermon:  “Be the Light” (part 1) 

 
Love’s Pure Light Beams Radiant with Peace 

Reading - Luke 2:17-20 
17 And when they saw it, they made known the saying that had been 
told them concerning this child. 18 And all who heard it wondered at 
what the shepherds told them. 19 But Mary treasured up all these 
things, pondering them in her heart. 20 And the shepherds returned, 
glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it had 
been told them. 
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Sermon:  “Be the Light” (part 2) 

Offering (during movie) 
 
Prayers of the Church 
Each petition will end with: 

P  O Light of the World, 
C  Shine through us, we pray. 

 

The Lord’s Prayer 

 
Candle Lighting 

As the light is passed throughout the 
congregation, do not tip the lighted candle.   

Tip your UN-lit candle to receive light from the 
one already burning. 

 
Hymn LW 68, “Silent Night, Holy Night” 
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Benediction  

P The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all 
the things which they had seen and heard.  

C Which were just as they had been told! 
P If we walk in light, as He Himself is in the light, we have 

fellowship with each other.  
C And the blood of Jesus Christ cleanses us from all sin.  
P Jesus is Born! 
C Be the Light! Merry Christmas!  

 
Exit Hymn “Joy to the World” 


